St Hugh of Lincoln Knaphill.

The Solemn Gonsecration of the Church and
Goncelebration of Mass
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Tuesday 23rd May, 1978.




The Right Reverend Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, Ph.L., S.T.L.
Bishop of Arundel and Brighton

To consecrate a church building is to set it apart for the exclusive service of God.
It is an act of religious significance and of particular importance in our secular-
ised age. People still value signs and symbols and in the life of the Church’s
Liturgy such signs and symbols uplift man to an awareness of divine and lasting
realities.

The first known consecration of a church was at Tyre in 314 A.D. The Greek
word ‘Kuriakon’ means a ‘place belonging to God’, and our word ‘church’ is
derived from this. The prayers and modern vernacular liturgy make much of the
ceremony self-explanatory — a benefit we enjoy since the reforms of the Second
Vatican Council. The consecration ceremony itself follows the Liturgy of the
Word and finds its rightful place within the structure of the Eucharistic Sacrifice.

It is a legitimate and hallowed custom to respect the graves of honoured men.
More especially in our Catholic tradition do we reverence those who were closest
to Christ in their martyrdom. Through our veneration of the Martyrs we intend
only to venerate Him whom they loved and for Whom they died. So, when the
barbarian invasions threatened the tombs of the Martyrs in the catacombs of
Rome, the Popes of the 9th Cent. ordered all relics to be transferred to the city
churches. Later, finding wider refuge, they were placed in the altars where Mass
was offered.

The relics which the Bishop will place in our altar at St. Hugh’s are those of St.
Philip Howard, Earl of Arundel — one of our Forty Martyrs canonized by Pope
Paul in 1970. Philip, a courtier of Elizabeth I, had fallen away from his Catholic
Faith and was also estranged from his wife. His presence at the trial of the Jesuit
Priest St. Edmund Campion seemed to mark the turning point in his life. He was
reconciled with his wife and from Arundel he informed Elizabeth of his intention
to embrace again the Faith of his baptism. He was to spend ten years in the
Tower of London where he died, refusing the freedom that would have been his
had he agreed to renounce his Catholic Faith. He died on 19th October 1595.

In 1971 his remains were transferred from the Fitzalan Chapel vault at Arundel
to their shrine in our Cathedral there.

Anointing is a sign that a person or thing is being dedicated to God. The Bishop
anoints the altar-stone, symbol of Christ whose name means ‘Anointed One’.
The building is consecrated by the anointing of the four crosses — four now
being permitted instead of the traditional twelve, where circumstances favour a
smaller number. The fire placed on the altar recalls the fire of the Holy Spirit in
His coming at Pentecost; the lighted candles and their association with the
Paschal Candle bring to mind the Risen Christ, Light of all peoples.

As the Bishop greets us this evening he will remind us that ‘we are a community,
one family in Christ’. The life of this community is above all the life of faith,
centred on Christ and His identity with the Church. It is within St. Hugh's
church building that our prayer and sacramental life will deepen our union with
God and open us to each other in the fellowship of Christ’s peace. Here the
worship of our daily lives will find access to God in our self-offering at Mass.
And in making ourselves one with the proclaimed Teaching of Christ and His
Church we will create a truly christian community, giving witness to the Lord-
ship of Him who is Eucharistic King of every family and of every Parish.

May Mary, Mother of the Church, help us to live ‘according to the Christ we have
received’. (Col. IT 6.)

Brendan MacCarthy (Parish Priest)






